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FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT ON TANSHUI RIVER BASIN

Tanshui river, with total length of 159 km and basin area of 2,726 km?, is the largest river in northern Taiwan. Three
main branches, Tahan creek, Hsintien creek and Keelung river meet in the Taipei basin where more than five million
citizens reside. Due to unusual geographical features, lowlands of Taipei area have been suffering serious damages caused
by flood during typhoon season.

In order to prevent damages, various flood control projects have been studied since 1960. Surrounding all sides by moun-
tains with only one outlet to the ocean, Taipei area is geographically low in elevation. Heavy concentration in population,
land subsiding, and 200-year flood as high as 25,000 CMS, altogether makes the design schemes of flood control works
almost impracticable. Various schemes including the use of upstream flood control reservoirs, diversion through tunnels
to other basins in the upstream areas, diversion of the Tahan creek and the Hsintien creek within Taipei basin, dredging
and enlarging of Tanshui river, have all been carefully studied. Finally, a flood control project, combining the Erchung
floodway scheme with proper diking system along banks of Tanshui river and its main branches, was recommended to
be the most suitable plan in technical feasibility, economical justification, land use, and adoptability to stage construction.

Owing to the financial and economical consideration, the flood control project is designed to be carried out in several
different stages. The first and second stage of work was commenced in July, 1981, and completed in June, 1987 the Third
stage of work is under constructings now. After the completion, the most critical damage area in the left bank of downstream
Tanshui river will be under well protection.
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